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Today’s Speakers

Fletcher Group Rural Center of Excellence 
• Janice Fulkerson, COO

• Nate Conklin, Outreach and Engagement Director

National Center for Healthy Housing
• Amanda Ready, Executive Director

RHIhub
• Jana Reese, RHIhub Funding Specialist

• Kay Miller Temple, Web Writer
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Housing, Health, and Rural America
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Social Determinants of Health

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/sdoh/1/definition
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Data source: County Health Rankings: Relationships Between Determinant Factors and Health Outcomes, American 

Journal of Preventive Medicine, 50(2), 129-35

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0749379715005140
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Today’s information/Objectives

• Housing policies that impact rural populations

• Housing activities core functions

• Housing partnerships

• Innovative solutions for common rural housing 
needs

• Funding opportunities for rural housing needs

• Recovery housing 
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What Do We Know?

https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/health-equity/HRSA-health-equity-report.pdf

October 2020

https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/health-equity/HRSA-health-equity-report.pdf
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What Do We Know?
Lack of housing/housing disrepair—>Health consequences
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What Do We Know?

Rural housing characteristics 

• Higher homeownership rates

• Manufactured housing is more common

• Single-family homes (1-4 separate dwelling units) account for a larger share of the 
housing stock

• Rental housing

• Mostly single-family and manufactured homes

• v. multifamily properties (≥ 5 units (apartment complexes)

• Lower housing prices juxtaposed ↓incomes/↑poverty rates

• Remote locales/economic issues & limited employment opportunities →
↑housing development costs/↓access to mortgage financing.

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47044

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R47044
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Amanda Reddy
Executive Director
National Center for 
Healthy Housing  
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Jana Reese
Funding Specialist
Rural Health Information 
Hub
Funding@ruralhealthinfo.org

mailto:Funding@ruralhealthinfo.org


ruralhealthinfo.org

Federal Funding Opportunities

• USDA

• HUD

• HRSA

• SAMHSA

• ACF

• Treasury

• VA

• DOJ

• Energy

• AmeriCorps

40+
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Housing Programs

• Homeownership

• Weatherization

• Public housing

• Farm labor housing

• Housing preservation

• Affordable housing development
• Single family
• Multi-family
• Multi-use
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Housing Programs:

• Housing counseling

• Self-help housing

• Independent living
• Workforce housing
• Housing accessibility/visitability
• Emergency housing
• Transitional housing
• Supportive housing

• Permanent housing
• Transitional services
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Housing Programs for 
Populations and Age Ranges

• People without housing
• People with mental health challenges

• People with substance use disorders
• People with disabilities

• Victims of crime, violence, and abuse
• Youth
• Adults

• Veterans
• Seniors
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Types of Housing Funding

• Grants
• Loans

• Loan guarantees
• Tax credits

• Capacity assistance
• Technical assistance
• Vouchers

• Volunteers
• Surplus property
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Finding Funding for Housing 
Projects 1. Search for federal 

opportunities:
• Grants.gov

• USDA
• Rural Housing Service Programs

• Community Facilities Programs

• Contact your state office to discuss the project and the 
best fit for USDA funding programs.

• Ask about Intermediary Relending Program participants 
that serve your area.

• Economic Development Administration (EDA)
• EDA funding opportunities

• Contact your EDA regional office to discuss the project 
and the best fit for EDA funding programs.

https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/agencies/rural-housing-service
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities
https://www.rd.usda.gov/about-rd/state-offices
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/intermediary-relending-program
https://eda.gov/funding-opportunities/
https://eda.gov/contact/
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects
2. Search for federal funding 

distributed at the state and local 
level :

• HUD
• HOME Investment Partnership Program

• Community Development Block Grant

• Recovery Housing Program

• State and local Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) 
Allocating Authorities

• State level contacts for HUD grant programs

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/home
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/cdbg
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/rhp
https://lihtc.huduser.gov/agency_list.htm
https://www.hudexchange.info/grantees/contacts
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects
2. Search for federal funding 

distributed at the state and local 
level :

• Department of Energy
• Weatherization Assistance Program

• Weatherization Assistance Program Technical Assistance 
Center

• Weatherization Program contacts

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
• Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)

• CSBG contacts

• Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Tribal Resource 
Center

https://www.energy.gov/eere/wap/how-apply-weatherization-assistance
https://nascsp.org/wap/
https://nascsp.org/about/state-contacts/
https://nascsp.org/csbg/
https://nascsp.org/about/state-contacts/
https://www.csbgtribalta.com/


ruralhealthinfo.org

Finding Funding for Housing Projects
3. Look at state housing, community 

development, and economic 
development agencies 

• State Housing Agencies and Housing Finance 
Agencies

• Emergency rental assistance programs by state

• Homeowner Assistance Fund by state

• Economic Development Administration list of 
regional office contacts

• National Alliance of Community Economic 
Development Associations members by state

• HUD database of local Public Housing Agency 
contact information

https://www.ncsha.org/housing-help/
https://www.ncsha.org/emergency-housing-assistance/
https://www.ncsha.org/homeowner-assistance-fund/
https://eda.gov/resources/directory/
https://www.naceda.org/naceda-members
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/pha/contacts


ruralhealthinfo.org

Finding Funding for Housing Projects
4. Search for commissions, authorities, 

and/or planning agencies in your 
state/service region. 

• State association members of the National 
Association of Regional Councils

Federal regional commissions and 
authorities:

• Appalachian Regional Commission
• Delta Regional Authority
• Denali Commission
• Northern Border Regional 

Commission

https://narc.org/state-associations/
https://www.arc.gov/
https://dra.gov/
https://www.denali.gov/
https://www.nbrc.gov/
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects

5. Contact county and municipal housing, 
community development, and economic 
development agencies

Ask about grant opportunities and 
revolving loan funds.
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects
Additional places to look

• Businesses and corporate giving programs
• Look at business directories for chambers of commerce 

in your retail catchment area– Search for national 
companies with a local presence, then look for corporate 
giving programs.

• Corporations headquartered in the state – Ask about 
giving and community responsibility programs.
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects
Additional places to look

• Look for community foundations that serve your 
area. Discuss the project and ask about grant funds 
and ideas for potential funders.

https://www.cof.org/page/community-foundation-locator
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects
Additional places to look

• Search for other foundation funders – Contact 
local members of the Candid Funding Information 
Network.
• Foundations headquartered in the state

• Foundations with a history of giving in the state/region

• Work backwards - Look for organizations that are doing 
a similar project, and search for where they get their 
funding.

https://candid.org/find-us
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Finding Funding for Housing Projects
Additional places to look

• Look for banks and Community Development 
Financial Institutions (CDFIs) that focus on 
housing and serve your state
• Opportunity Finance Network CDFI Locator

• Treasury Department Updated CDFI List
• CDFI Fund Awards Database

• Local Federal Home Loan Bank members that could 
partner on applications for Community Investment and 
Affordable Housing Programs

https://ofn.org/cdfi-locator
https://www.cdfifund.gov/programs-training/certification/cdfi
https://www.cdfifund.gov/awards/state-awards
https://www.fhfa.gov/DataTools/Downloads/Pages/Federal-Home-Loan-Bank-Member-Data.aspx
https://fhlbanks.com/community-investment/
https://fhlbanks.com/affordable-housing-2020-awards/


ruralhealthinfo.org

Related RHIhub Topic Guides
• Applying for Grants to Support Rural Health Projects

• Capital Funding for Rural Healthcare

• Social Determinants of Health for Rural People

• Substance Use and Misuse in Rural Areas

• Rural Migrant Health

• Community Supports for Rural Aging in Place and Independent 
Living

• Human Services to Support Rural Health

• Violence and Abuse in Rural America

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/grantwriting
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/capital-funding
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/social-determinants-of-health
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/substance-use
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/migrant-health
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/community-living
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/rural-human-services
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/violence-and-abuse
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Related RHIhub Toolkits
• Rural Community Health

• Rural Philanthropy

• Rural Prevention and Treatment of Substance Use 
Disorders

• Social Determinants of Health in Rural 
Communities

• Rural Health Networks and Coalitions

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/rural-toolkit
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/rural-toolkit
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/substance-abuse
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/sdoh
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/networks
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RHIhub Housing and 
Homelessness Resources by 

Topic

Will lead to online library links for:
• Charts
• Models and Innovations
• Events
• Funding opportunities
• News
• Resources

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/search/topics/housing-and-homelessness

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/search/topics/housing-and-homelessness
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RHIhub Updates
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Resource & Referral Service

Need help finding 
information? Our information 
specialists can provide free 
assistance customized to your 
needs:

• Funding & Opportunities

• Statistics

• Experts

• Research

…and more!



ruralhealthinfo.org

Contact information:
RHIhub:
• Kay Miller Temple, Web Writer →kay@ruralhealthinfo.org

• Jana Reese, RHIhub Funding Specialist → funding@ruralhealthinfo.org

National Center for Healthy Housing
• Amanda Ready, Executive Director →areddy@nchh.org

Fletcher Group Rural Center of Excellence 
• Janice Fulkerson, COO

• Nate Conklin, Outreach and Engagement Director

mailto:areddy@nchh.org
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We’ll take questions 
at presentation’s 
conclusion.


